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knowledge on the ground that if the truth of a judgment is
determined at a later stage, then either it is open to the
charge of mutual dependence (carvakas) or it is futile like
placing the cart before the horse.

The Nyaya reply is no mutual dependence, because
practical activity with reference to a perceived object takes
place in the absence of knowledge of truth. When a man
perceives water and approaches it to quench his thirst, it is
not necessary that he must have ascertained the truth of
his perception befote proceeding towards it. What prompts
him to act is his spontaneous or instinctive belief in the
reality of the object of his perception. Whether his belief
is justiTied or not is a different question which is decided by
ascertaining the trutth of the perception. The case of our
knowledge of objects which is not directly perceived is
different. Their practical activity follows from mere doubt,
and if it is found successful the corresponding cognition is
judged to be true. Our knowledge of such unseen objects
God, Heaven etc., cannot be directly verified, yet we can
ascertain its truth by the application of such tests as we
might have derived from the verification of our knowledge
of perceived objects. The ascertainment of our knowledge
of perceived objects by sussesstui activity, though unless
in itseif, has the value of giving us a knowledge which
distinguishes truth from falsehood and which we can avail
ourselves of in judging the truth of our knowledge of
unseen objects.

The subsequent volitional experience of successfuf
activity is an external evidence which proves the truth of
our cognitions. But, is the knowledge of successful acti-
vity, it may be asked, intrinsically true or does it require
verification like the first cognitionof an object?  If it is
intrinsIcaHy true, what is its superiority over the first cogni-
tion on account of the absence of which the latter is not
held to be intrinsically true ? If it requires further verifi-
cation, then the process of verification will never come to
an end and consequently no truth of any knowledge will
ever be known. The Naiyayika answers that veirfication is
not an endless orocess hfinaiiQo iho i^^n.r^.-- --e -